
On March 15, 2020, the Third Sunday in Lent, Pastor Joel had prepared but did not present this
message, based on Exodus 17:1-7 and John 4:5-42.  We instead heard Rev. Deborah Blood's
Pastoral Letter from the Maine Conference, concerning the Coronavirus pandemic.  So here is
Joel's message entitled, "Give Me a Drink."

The image of water is an extremely
powerful one in the Bible.  In our Exodus
passage, we are given the image of God's power
working through Moses to bring the people
Israel the life giving water they so desperately
needed as they wandered through the desert.  

The author of John's gospel also uses the
image of water to connect Jesus to Israel's
history, he stops to rest at Jacob's well, and here
we are given a lesson about the true, living water
that Jesus makes available, identifying him as
Messiah, Christ.  This is an amazing story, so
very Johannine in its use of symbolism, contrast
and irony.  On so many levels, we are given
subtle hints that lead us to know Jesus' true
identity and the message of his gospel.

· Jesus is leaving Judea and heading
toward Galilee, both Jewish territories,
yet he has to travel through and chooses
to stop in Samaria, land of the Jew's foes,
enemy territory.  

· There he meets a woman of Samaria. 
Now first, Jewish custom would prohibit
a man to speak to a strange woman with
whom he is not related.  And secondly, as
she points out, she is a Samaritan and he
is Jewish, the long history of enmity
between these two peoples would surely
negate any kind of interaction or
conversation between these two people. 
Yet they engage in conversation.

· Jesus says to her, "Give me a drink."  I
find it interesting that he does not ask,
but commands, "Give me a drink."  And
we are never told if she does or doesn't
offer him some of her water.  We are left
to assume that he does receive the drink
he wants.  Yet I think the author may be
intentional in not giving us that detail,
because it is not the point of the story. 

The point, as we shall find out, is about
the "living water" that he will offer to
her.

· And so we discover that the one who
seems in need of water from the well,
Jesus, is the one who offers "living
water."  And the one who has access to
the physical water of Jacob's well, the
Samaritan woman, is really the one in
need of the real, true, living water that
Jesus offers.  Though she hasn't yet
caught on to what he is saying.

· Then the truth of her identity, that she has
a irreputable past, having had 5 husbands
and the one she is with now is indeed not
her husband, is named by the one who
the gospel will later refer to as, "the Way,
the Truth and the Life."  

· Upon seeing that he must be a prophet,
she raises the issue of religious
identification, that her people, the
Samaritans worship God there on Mt.
Gerizim, while the Jews worship God on
the Temple mount in Jerusalem.  Jesus'
response is that God is spirit, and that
"those who worship God must worship in
spirit and truth."  That geography or
place has nothing to do with it.

· And finally she speaks of the coming of
Messiah, Christ, only to discover the
revelation that it is he who has come and
is right in front of her, as Jesus declares
to her, "I am he" using the "I am" of
John's gospel, signifying God's name.

· Upon the disciple's return, we have their
question about food, and that he must be
hungry, but Jesus tells them he has food
they do not know about.  His food is to
do the will of God.

· Then the account of the woman's
testimony to the people of her city, who
after Jesus' stay with them, they



proclaim, "It is no longer because of your
words that we believe, for we have heard
for ourselves, and we know that this is
indeed the Savior of the world."  Even as
they seem to distance themselves from
her, claiming their new found faith is by
their own volition, the truth is that she is
the one who bore witness to them, and in
fact becomes the first Christian
evangelist in the gospel!

· And here we have the biggest irony:  this
one who is seen as an unclean, half-breed
Samaritan woman, of questionable
reputation, and lowest rank among the
peasantry to which she belongs, who
comes to belief and who bares testimony
to the identity of the Christ, is seen in
sharp contrast to the one who just days
before, could not understand or come to
belief in Jesus, the righteous, upstanding,
learned Jewish teacher and Pharisee,
Nicodemus.  

The story lifts up all these barriers that
separated Jesus from this woman, and points to
the truth that nothing separates us from the life-
giving water of God's spirit.  That neither gender
or race or ethnicity or nationality or position, or
reputation, or social or cultural status, level of
education, wealth or power, or anything can be a
barrier to knowing and experiencing God's love
and compassion, known in Christ.

Today we are separated by so many
things.  We are polarized by politics and
religion, by social issues, beliefs and
perspectives.  If we disagree with another person
about some topic of importance or even about
things of minor significance, we may be deemed
an enemy, a foe, a person on the "other" side. 
And we separate ourselves from one another.

We have lost much of our capacity to
listen, to give ear to the other person's point of
view, to consider even the possibility that
perhaps we may have something to learn,
something to gain from the other, and to know
the art of compromise, of coming together to

achieve a better place, a greater common good,
that will benefit us all.  

Certainly we need to speak our truths. 
We need to voice our beliefs of what we believe
is right and of where we see injustice.  Yet, we
need to find ways to overcome those barriers that
separate us.  We need to find ways that allow us
at least to return to the table of discussion, to
come together, to unite, to find mutual respect
and the strength and power that comes with the
diversity of perspectives and the engagement of
many minds and hearts.

And now, in this time of Coronavirus, of
self-quarantining and safe distancing, we have
our own experience of irony.  Just when we need
so much to heal our divisions, we are faced with
a disease that forces us to literally, physically,
separate from one another. 

But perhaps the double irony may be that
this time of separation actually becomes a
catalyst to bringing us closer together!  Perhaps
this can be an opportunity to be creative and
engaging with one another to overcome barriers
that we long have taken for granted.  Perhaps
this will be a time, as our Deacons discussed at
their last meeting, to not only suspend worship
services for the safety of all, but to form care
groups who call one another, who check in on
each other.  To take this opportunity to make
phone calls or connect by email or Facebook or
Twitter or with cards and letters, and actually get
to know one another better.  Perhaps like those
Italians who are quarantined in their apartments,
who are singing, or performing for each other,
this will be a time of sharing in beautiful ways. 
Who knows what good may come of this?

We are being given an opportunity to
reach out and offer the drink that quenches the
thirst of loneliness and isolation, of sadness and
depression, of fear and uncertainty.  Now is our
time to offer the water, the life-giving water of
God's love, to all.  May we be open to whatever
surprises the Spirit of God has in store for us. 
Amen.


